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During a Nov. 16 meeting with Mexican President Miguel de la Madrid at the end of a weekend
visit in Mexico City, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega asked for a resumption of Mexican oil
shipments. A senior Mexican official told the Washington Post that Ortega was informed that
Mexico cannot simply give oil away, and Nicaragua must pay $500 million in oil bills accumulated
before oil deliveries were cut off in 1985. At a news conference following the meeting with de la
Madrid, Ortega said Nicaragua was "seeking formulas" that would permit a resumption of Mexican
oil deliveries under the regional San Jose accord. (Basic data from Washington Post, 11/17/87)
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